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KEPT WATER OUT

Made from microfibre and Dainese’s ‘D-Stone’ 
fabric. Rear-entry zip design is a unique feature 
and works well, making it easy to slip these boots 
on and off. Uses Dainese’s D-WP waterproof 
membrane which kept our tester’s feet dry in 
an aggressive spray test, but did allow a tiny 
amount of water to pass through when immersed. 
Only CE-rated to the lower Level 1 standard 
for abrasion, impact cut and rigidity, which is a 
shame given Dainese’s MotoGP reputation and 
the hardly-cheapskate price. Feel is excellent, 
articulation is perfect and neat Velcro adjusters 
mean they can be made to fit a range of calf sizes. 
Decent discounts can be found online, too.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.dainese.com

Substantial shin plate and prominent ankle bracing 
give these a very racy look. Feel quite stiff in 
construction though – it can be difficult to reach 
your left foot forwards enough to get under the 
gear pedal. That bracing had a habit of digging into 
ankles on both sides too. Waterproofing is provided 
by RST’s own SinAqua membrane, which stayed 
totally dry in the spray test, thought did let water 
through when the boots were submerged. Fit is 
good, through it takes a couple of goes to get the 
main zip done up and the Velcro closed properly.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.rst-moto.com

Dainese Nexus 
D-WP £229.95

RST TracTech 
Evo III WP £139.99

PROS & CONS

Comfort and feel, 
genuinely waterproof+
No sliders or biometric 
support and a bit pricey–

‘Fit and feel are 
both excellent’

‘Bracing gives 
them a racy look’

Garmin Zumo 590 
£549.99
“I use My Route App to 
work out the routes.  
Best tip is to use plenty of 
way markers.”
David Forbes, Liverpool

Google Maps Free
“I use my iPhone in a quad 
lock, with Google maps. 
Never had a problem and  
I don’t see any need for a 
dedicated satnav.”  
Angi Todd, Hinckley

Garmin Zumo 396 
£349.99
“Live traffic on the Zumo 
396 alerts you to any road 
closures. It’s also got full 
European maps.” 
Jon Eyes, Crewe

Beeline Moto £149
“What an amazing product; 
it’s a totally different way 
of thinking about navigation 
and I find it absolutely 
fantastic to use.”
Ben Cordy, Leeds

TomTom Rider 550 £399.99
“Has a wide range of options to plan a route, a one 
button ‘Ride Home’ option and the ability to plan 
routes using my laptop or phone. Can’t fault it.” 
Paul Driscoll, Monmouthshire

SATNAVS

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Come up quite tall, though they don’t 
feel stiff or cumbersome. Easy to put on, 
with a side zip that runs virtually all the 
way down to the sole, and feet are left 
feeling comfortable and relaxed inside, 
with no pinch points or unwelcome 
snugness. There’s no obvious external 
bracing though, which might affect 
perceived confidence for some riders, but 
countering that is the perfect CE rating 
– these earn the higher Level 2 score for 
all three test criteria (cut, abrasion and 
rigidity). Constructed in microfibre with 
a Gore-Tex membrane, they resolutely 
refused to concede a single drop of water 
in both our pressure-washer and our 
submersion tests. If you like the look and 
fit but don’t go out when it rains, there’s a 
non-waterproof version of the Performer 
available for £55 less.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.sidiselect.co.uk

‘A full house in 
Level 2 CE tests’

Sidi Performer Gore 
£239.99

Richa Tracer Evo £109.99

PROS & CONS

Big on protection (Level 
2) and very comfortable+
Quite tall and don’t look 
as robust as they are–

For tall boots 
they don’t feel at 
all cumbersome

Zip and Velcro up easily and fit is 
generally nice and comfy, though the 
heel doesn’t feel quite as secure as 
some of the other sets of boots tested 
here. Outer fabric is microfibre and 
construction feels extremely stiff, 
which can cause problems when you’re 
moving your left foot back and forth 
to hook under the gear pedal, leading 
to a few missed changes. Gore-Tex 

liner helps keep the boot feeling warm, 
stops them from getting sweaty when 
it’s hot out and, more intuitively, keeps 
out every single last drop of moisture 
in both our spray and submersion 
waterproofing tests. Impressive overall 
performance, but also an expensive set 
in this company.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.nevis.uk.com

‘Gore-Tex keeps you comfy’
Leather outer, with plastic reinforcements at 
ankle and heel, plus a Hipora membrane for 
waterproofing. However, they didn’t prove very 
resilient in testing, with water getting through 
when the boots were sprayed with a pressure 
washer. Immersing them in water left feet totally 
drenched. Sizing proved to be an issue too, these 
coming up much smaller than the other boots 
here – it’s definitely worth going up a size from 
normal, as we had to. On the bike the Tracer Evos 
give reasonable feel for controls and they seem 
confidence-inspiring, and let’s not forget that 
they’re half the price of other sets of boots here.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.nevis.uk.com

‘Just half the price’
TCX ST Fighter Gore-Tex £249.99

WATERPROOF
SPORTS 
BOOTS

THE MCN SHOWCASE

Smart looks, plenty of protection 
and built for Britain’s  

climate         

l Fit and 
comfort rated

l Design, construction  
and CE scores rated

l Waterproofing tested  
with pressure washer

RATINGS
Exceptional ★★★★★ Very good ★★★★

Good ★★★  Average ★★
Poor ★

‘They feel like slippers’
Alpinestars SMX-6 V2 Gore-Tex £239.99

Long-running big-sellers and with 
good reason, these microfibre boots 
are a fantastic year-round choice. 
Straight out of the box they slip on 
as easily and familiarly as well-worn 
slippers, feeling snug and secure 
without being tight. Heels are held 
in a strong, chunky cup. Toes have 
plenty of room to move around. The 
sole simultaneously manages to feel 
thin, giving excellent feel, and yet also 
reassuringly stiff.

No, there aren’t any toe sliders. 
No, there isn’t any bulky bracing, 
articulated spines or obvious flash. 
What there is, instead, is a full house 
of CE Level 2 scores in all three 
categories, offering proven protection. 
And a Gore-Tex liner which, true 
to form, keeps feet completely dry 
even when we attacked them with a 

pressure washer and submerged the 
boots in nearly seven inches of water. 
Not the cheapest set of waterproof 
boots, with only modest discounts to 
be found online, but these offer such a 
great mix of comfort, feel, safety and 
weather protection that most riders 
won’t begrudge reaching slightly 
deeper into their pockets.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.alpinestars.com

They aren’t remotely flash but are really very good


